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REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are pending. 

Claims 10-18 have been withdrawn from consideration as non-elected claims. Claims 1- 
9 were elected during a telephonic restriction between Applicant and Examiner. 

Claim 1 has been amended to more clearly describe the invention. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-9 were rejected as being anticipated by, or obviousness in 
view of, U.S. Patent No. 4,564,249 to Logsdon ("Logsdon"). This rejection is deemed moot in 
view of the present amendment however, Applicant believes a discussion of the differences 
between Logsdon and Applicants invention will be helpful. 

The present invention discloses a self-enclosed protective device that keeps heating oil 
from spilling on the ground and on the side of a building. The protective device also includes a 
housing that covers the fill-pipe and keeps a clean appearance for the side of the building. 

Amended claim 1, for example, recites "A device for protecting an exterior wall.. ..and a 
ground area.. ..from spillage of heating oil.. .the device comprising: a panel that is adapted to 
attach to the exterior wall, wherein the panel includes a first hole that is adapted to allow the fill 
tube to extend through the first hole; a basin that is adapted to catch any heating oil that spills out 
of the fill tube.. ..a means for attaching the panel to the exterior wall; and, a housing that 
completely covers the panel the basin and the means for attaching, the housing also being 
adapted to enclose the heating oil fill tube that extends through the first hole in the panel, 
wherein the housing includes a door that allows a user to gain access to an interior of the 
housing . 

Logsdon teaches a washing machine utility box that fits within a wall and is designed to 
be attached to studs within the wall. See Abstract. The utility box is designed to house hot and 
cold water faucets, either singly or in combination, and provide a temporary cap for a drain pipe. 
See column 2, lines 47-56 and Figure 1. 

Logsdon fails to disclose "a device for protecting an exterior wall .... and a ground 
area.. ..from spillage of heating oil.. .the device comprising: a panel that is adapted to attach to the 
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exterior wall wherein the panel includes a first hole that is adapted to allow the fill tube to 
extend through the first hole; a basin that is adapted to catch any heating oil that spills out of the 
fill tube.. ..and, a housing that completely covers the panel, the basin and the means for attaching, 
the housing also being adapted to enclose the heating oil fill tube that extends through the first 
hole in the panel, wherein the housing includes a door that allows a user to gain access to an 
interior of the housing . 

On page 3 of the Action, it is stated that the device of Logsdon comprises a panel 10 
which is capable of catching spills out of the fill tube. What Logsdon actually teaches is a square 
shaped utility box 10 with a flat bottom that is not designed for use with any fill tube, and could 
not catch or hold any amount of spillage. See Figure 1. 

Also on page 3 of the Action, it is stated that Figures 1-3 of Logsdon show a panel 20 that 
includes holes that can be used for Applicant's fill and vent tubes. What Figures 1-3 actually 
show is a square utility box with holes in the bottom. Such a device would not be operable with 
Applicant's fill and vent tubes. Since holes are only provided in the bottom, each tube would 
have to enter the Logsdon device from the bottom, leaving part of each tube uncovered. 

Further on page 3 of the Action, it is stated that the Logsdon device includes a basin 84 
for catching spills. What is referred to as a basin 84 in the Action, is actually a drain pipe 84 in 
Logsdon, and the drain pipe is part of the house. See column 6, lines 34 and 51. 

Logsdon does not teach, and in fact teach away from, the present self enclosed protective 
device as recited in claim 1. For all of the above reasons, claim 1 is considered allowable over 
Logsdon. Claims 2-9 depend from claim 1 and are considered allowable for at least the same 
reasons. 
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All claims are believed to be in condition for allowance, and a Notice to that effect is 
respectfully requested. If any questions remain, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Seto Patents 




Jeffrey K. Seto 
Registration No. 43,419 



406 Riverland Dr. 
Salem, VA 24153 
(540) 387-3072 
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